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This program is presented by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. CDC — safer, healthier 

people. 

 

Hepatitis B is a highly infectious disease that can lead to a lifetime of health problems. 

Each year, approximately 24,000 women with hepatitis B give birth. While most cases in 

adults don’t develop into chronic problems, infants with the disease have a 90 percent 

chance of having life-long health issues and a 25 percent risk for premature death. The 

key to eliminating this risk is infant vaccination. Every newborn should receive the first 

dose of hepatitis B vaccine before discharge from the hospital. Those born to infected 

mothers should be vaccinated within hours of being born.  

Thank you for joining us on A Minute of Health with CDC. 

 

 
For the most accurate health information, visit www.cdc.gov or call 1-800-CDC-INFO, 24/7. 

http://www.cdc.gov/

